IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS

WOMEN DISEMPOWERMENT:

THE BACKLASH OF FEMINIST AGENDA IN CHARLIE’S ANGELS
(2019)

By
ERICA ARSYLLAHI
NIM 121811233105

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SURABAYA
2022

SKRIPS| WOMEN DISEMPOWERMENT: THE... ERICA ARSYLLAHI



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

UNDERGRADUATE THESIS

WOMEN DISEMPOWERMENT:

THE BACKLASH OF FEMINIST AGENDA IN CHARLIE’S ANGELS
(2019)

By
ERICA ARSYLLAHI
NIM 121811233105

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF HUMANITIES
UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

SURABAYA
2022

SKRIPS| WOMEN DISEMPOWERMENT: THE... ERICA ARSYLLAHI



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

DECLARATION

I declare that this undergraduate thesis submitted in partial fulfillment of the degree
of Sarjana Humaniora (S. Hum) of the English Department, Faculty of Humanities,
Universitas Airlangga is entirely my own work and has been solely the result of my
own original research. Hereby, 1 confirm that:

1. This thesis is not copied from any other person’s work (published or
unpublished);

2. 1do not use the service of any professional agencies to produce this thesis;
3. This work has not previously been submitted in whole or part for a degree
or any other qualification either at Universitas Airlangga or elsewhere;

4. Any text, tables, figures, data, or other materials copied from other sources
(including, but limited to, books, papers, and the internet) have been clearly
acknowledged and referenced in the text. Those details are also confirmed

by a fuller reference at the end of the work.

I am fully aware that breaching any or all the above points will result in the
withdrawal of the awarded degree and disciplinary action in accordance with the

regulation at Universitas Airlangga.

Blitar, 6 January 2022

Erica Arsyllahi
NIM 121811233105

i
SKRIPS| WOMEN DISEMPOWERMENT: THE... ERICA ARSYLLAHI



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

Thisthesisis dedicated to:
My family and friends that | cherish the most

iv

SKRIPS| WOMEN DISEMPOWERMENT: THE... ERICA ARSYLLAHI



APPROVAL SHEET

Title : Women Disempowerment: The Backlash of Feminist
Agendain Charlie’s Angels (2019)

Name : Erica Arsyllahi

Student’s Number : 121811233105

Department : English Department

Approved to be submitted on 19 January 2022 by:

Advisor

Prof. Diah Ariani Arimbi, S.S., M.A., Ph.D.
NIP. 197004051994032003

And has been examined and accepted by the Board of Examiners:

Surabaya, 19 January 2022
Chair/Examiner 1

Nurul Fitri Hapsari, S.S., M.A.
NIP. 198307142012122002
Examiner 2 Examiner 3

Prof. Diah Ariani Arimbi, S.S.,, M.A., Ph.D.  Pujo Sakti Nur Cahyo, S.Hum., M.Hum.
NIP. 197004051994032003 NIP. 198509232015041003

Acknowledged by
Head of English Department

Dr. Layli Hamida, S.S., M. Hum.
NIP. 197512162003122001



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Before | begin to mention the people that | love the most, | would like to
sincerely thank God for the guidance, the strength, the path, the blessings, and the
patience He has bestowed upon me to help me work through my study and guide
me to finish this thesis.

| would also like to mention my family, who istaking an essential rolein this
journey. My grandfather, Randall, has motivated me and encouraged me to pursue
more knowledge and seek improvement. | am incredibly thankful for my mom and
my sister to be born in your company blessed with affections and a moral compass
throughout my life. Without your prayers, hard work, and encouragement, this
thesis would not have been possible.

My deepest gratitude also goesto my thesis and academic advisor, Prof. Diah
Ariani Arimbi, S.S., M.A., Ph.D., for the professional insights full of knowledge
and valuable lessons that have guided me through my college years and helped me
to finish this thesis. It was an honor to have her guidance, advice, and patience to
improve and learn.

And finally, I would also like to mention to my friends that | am grateful for
these fantastic, memorable years, Nova, Y usya, Ninis, Elsa, Sharon, Natasha, Lyha,
and Rudy. | am very thankful for the memories we have had together and the
happiness and sadness we have shared. | am grateful to have very kind and
supportive friends who have helped me stay motivated through my life and studies.

No word can express my gratitude towards someone that has supported me
through their words, actions, and prayers. | wish them nothing but the very best of
luck and blessing for their future.

Blitar, 6 January 2022

Erica Arsyllahi

Vi

SKRIPS| WOMEN DISEMPOWERMENT: THE... ERICA ARSYLLAHI



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

TABLE OF CONTENTS
FPONE COVET ...ttt ettt e s e bt e e e e e e nraee s i
INSIAE TIHIE PAOE ... i
DECIaration PagE........cocueiiiieiiieieie ettt i
DediCalioN PAgE.........ooiuiiiiieiieesee ettt iv
APPIOVAI PAOE ...t v
ACKNOWIEAGEMENES.......coeieiiieeiiee ittt Vi
Tahle Of CONLENES.........eeeiieie e e e s ree e sneeesneeeea Vii
LISt OF FIQUIES......eeiieieiee ettt sttt ettt iX
N 01 = o SR X
ADSITAK ...t e e e e e e aneeeennneaaas Xi
CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION .....tiiiiiiiiieiiee ettt s 1
1.1 Background of The StUdY .......c.ceovieeiiiieecie e 1
1.2 Statement of The Problems...........cccoceiiiiniecncc e 7
1.3 Objectives of The STUAY........ccocuveiiiiiienie e 7
1.4 Significance of The Study .........ccoccvvevcie i 8
1.5 Scope and Limitation ..........cccovvveiiriiieeieierie e 8
1.6 Definition of Key TErMS......cccceiiiiie e 8
CHAPTER I1: LITERATURE REVIEW.......ccooi ittt 10
2.1 Theoretical FrameworK..........coocveiiriiieeiieenie e 10
2.1 FEMINISML. ittt s 10
2.1.2 Woman Empowerment and Disempowerment ............... 12
2.2 Review of Related StUAIES..........ooviviiiiiiieie e 15
2.3 Conceptual FrameworK...........cccueeiiieeiiiee e 17
CHAPTER [11: RESEARCH METHOD ......coiiiiiiiiiieiieeries e 18
3.1 Research ApProach.........ccoccueeevee v 18
3.2 DA SOUMCE.....ceeiiiiieiee ettt a e 18
3.3 Technique of Data Collection ...........cccccveeviieeiiiee e 19
3.4 Technique of Data Analysis Technique ...........cccceeeeveeeiuneennee. 20
CHAPTER IV: FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION .......ccooiiiiiieiiniieesiee e 21
I T 0T [ 0o PSSR 21
4.1.1 FemaleS aSHErOINES.........cceveiiiieiiiee e 22
4.1.11Reality LeVEl ..o 22
4.1.1.2 Representation Level ...........cccoveeeiiiieeecciiieenee, 31

vii

SKRIPS| WOMEN DISEMPOWERMENT: THE... ERICA ARSYLLAHI



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

4.1.1.31deology Level ........cccooeviiiiiiieiceec e 43

4.1.2 Malesad ODSLACIES.......ccceviieeiieeie e 48

4.1.21Reality LeVEl ..o 48

4.1.2.2 Representation Level ..........cocoeevvviieiiieniieienns 53

4.1.2.31deology Level ........ccooviiiiiiiieieceee e 54

4.2 Interpretation of The FINAINGS........cocovviiieiiiiiiereeeesee e 57

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION........cccoeiiiiieeiieeiee e 64

5.1 CONCIUSION ...t e 64

5.2 SUGGESLION ...ttt 65

REFERENGCES....... .ottt sttt ettt nbe e e 66
viii

SKRIPS| WOMEN DISEMPOWERMENT: THE... ERICA ARSYLLAHI



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1. Charlie’s Angel, Sabina, Talking with the Target ............ccccocverirrinene 23
Figure 2. Sabina Attacking the Target ...........cccoeeiiiie e 25
Figure 3. Sabina Flirting withthe Target ..o 26
Figure 4. Sabina Tackling the Target..........cooovieeiiiiie e 27
Figure 5. Elena Held Captive by Charlie............cccoiiiiiiiiin e 28
Figure 6. Charlie’s Angels Walk-in CIOSEL .........ccoviiiiiiiiieiieee e 29
Figure 7. The Armory CIOSEL ........cocuiiiieiiiiiie et 30
Figure 8. DiSgUISE IMIISSION ......coiuiiiiiiiiie ittt sttt sttt eee s 31
Figure 9. Susan Being Held a GUNPOINL .........cooiiiiiiiiieniee e 32
Figure 10. Attacking the Target .........cocceeiiiiiii i 33
Figure 11. Sabina Picking Her Outfit for the Mission..........cccccevcvvevieeecceee e, 34
Figure 12. Sabina Attracted to a Girl iNaGYM........cccceeveeevieecie e 36
Figure 13. Jane Fighting HOdaK ............cccooviiiiiiiee e 37
Figure 14. Jane Pushing Sabina Off of the Top Floor of aBuilding.................... 38
Figure 15. Jane Asked to be Unzipped by Langston .........ccccccevevceeevcieecciiee e, 38
Figure 16. Elena Walking Behind the ANgElS.........ccooveiieicie e, 40
Figure 17. Elena Being Amazed of the Townsend Agency's Berlin Base............ 40
Figure 18. Elena and Rebekah "Bosley" Having Conversation .............c.ccceeeuee.. 41
Figure 19. Elena Having Conversation with Saint ............cccccceveviiee e, 43
Figure 20. All the Men Fall .........ooooviiiie e 44
Figure 21. Mr. Flemming: Elena’s BOSS ......ccovvviiiiiiieiiriiiesieesiee e siee e 50
Figure 22. Jane Rendering Sven UNCONSCIOUS.........c.ueeecuieeeiieeeireeessieeeesneeeesneeas 54
Figure 23. Jane Stepping on the Male Character's Genitalia.............cccceeecvveennee. 54
ix

SKRIPS| WOMEN DISEMPOWERMENT: THE... ERICA ARSYLLAHI



IR - PERPUSTAKAAN UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA

ABSTRACT

Charlie’s Angels 2019 movie has received countless backlash since its
premierein November 2019. Thisresearch aimsto analyze the cause of the backlash
received by the feminist agendaendorsed in Charlie’s Angels (2019). Thisresearch
put its focus on identifying the construction of women's disempowerment asserted
in the 2019 reboot of the movie. To gain in-depth knowledge, this research
incorporated the theory of women empowerment and disempowerment toward the
movie and used the semiotics approach to collect the data needed for the research.
This research employs a qualitative method to sudy the issue. Library research is
incorporated for data observations purposes as the source of the data interpretation
which has been collected from the movie to gain a deeper understanding of its
construction of women's disempowerment. The 2019 Charlie’s Angels reboot isone
of the biggest names in the movie industry as one of the feminist works promotes
tunnel-visioned goals for feminism that only put focus on achieving a beneficial
position for a specific group of women in the society with a selfish intention that
results in women disempowerment and at the cost of the rights of the opposite
gender. This finding contradicts the initial intention and purpose of feminism that
fights for equality for every gender which generated backlash towards the movie.
By understanding the measure of women's disempowerment through the Charlie’s
Angels 2019 movie, ideas will be gathered as to how to image of feminism could
be improved in the future.

Keywords. empowerment, feminism, feminist, gender equality, women

disempower ment.
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ABSTRAK

Film Charlie’s Angels 2019 telah menerima banyak respon negatif sejak
tayang perdana pada November 2019. Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk menganalisis
penyebab respon negatif yang diterima oleh Charlie’s Angels versi 2019 karena
kegagalannya dalam merepresentasikan nilai feminisme di masyarakat. Penelitian
ini berfokus untuk mengidentifikasi bagaimana film uni mengkonstruksi
ketidakberdayaan perempuan yang ditampilkan dalam film tersebut. Untuk
memperoleh pengetahuan yang lebih mendalam, penelitian ini menggabungkan
teori Keberdayaan dan Ketidakberdayaan Perempuan oleh Fredrik Edlund dan
menggunakan pendekatan Semiotika oleh John Fsike untuk mengumpulkan data
yang diperlukan dalam penelitian. Penelitian ini menggunakan metode kualitatif
untuk mengkaji masalah tersebut. Penelitian kepustakaan juga dilakukan untuk
menunjang observasi data sebagai sumber interpretasi data yang telah dikumpulkan
dari film untuk mendapatkan pemahaman yang lebih dalam tentang konstruksi
ketidakberdayaan perempuan. Sayangnya, Charlie’s Angels 2019 justru
mempromosikan feminism yang hanya menguntungkan sebaguan pihak yang
merugikan hak-hak lawan jenis maupun sekelompok wanita lain. Hasil dari studi
ini menunjukkan bahwa film Charlie’s Angels 2019 bertentangan dengan maksud
dan tujuan awal feminisme yang memperjuangkan kesetaraan bagi setiap gender
yang menimbulkan respon negatif terhadap film tersebut. Dengan memahami
pembangunan konsep ketidakberdayaan perempuan dalam film Charlie’s Angels
2019, beberapa solusi dapat dikembangkan untuk memperbaiki citra feminisme di
masa depan.

Katakunci: feminisme, feminis, kesetaraan gender, ketidakberdayaan perempuan,
pemberdayaan.
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