
ｾＭＭｾ｟ｾＮＮＮＮＮＮＮＮｷＢＢＢＬＢｬｉｬＮｉｬｬｗｬｃｬＢＢ ｬｭｬｬＡｬＡｬｬｗｬＧＧＧｉＡｉＡｗｊｬｪｊｉｉＡｉＡ ｉ ｊｊｊｬｉｪｉＧＧＧｉＡ｟ｉＡＧＧＧＧＧｉＡｉｉｕｗｗｬｬｉｴｗｬｬｬｩＢＢｬｬｬｉｬｬｉｉｬｗｬｬｉｉｉｉｉｕｬｭ ＢｉｉｉｕＱｉｕＱｬＱＱｬＱＱｬＱＱｬＱｬＱＱｬｬＱｬＱｬｬＱＱｕｉｉｉｉｉｬｬｉｉｉｉｉｉｉＧｬｉｬｬＱｬＱｬＱＱｬＱＱｬＱＱｬｬＱｬＱｬＱＱｬｬＱＱ｟ｉｕｉｕｬｕｬｬｬｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｄｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｬｉｉｉｕｬｉｉｂｕｉｉｉｉｉｬｊｉｉｊｕｊｬｕｊｬｕｉｉｉ｟ ｕ ｕｬｉｉ ｕｬｬｬｬｬｬｬｬｬｬｊｬｬｬｭｂｕｕｬｏｉｉｉｏｉｉｉｬｬｉｉｬｉｬｉｉｬｉｬｄｬｬｬｬｬｭｭｕｏｉｉｉｬｏｉｉｉｬｉｕｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｉｗｬｬｬｬｬｩｬｬｬｬｩｬｬｬｬｬｬｬｬｬｬｬｬ｡ｬｬｬ｡ｬｬｩｬｬｬｬｬｬｬｬｬｬｬ ＭＮＡＡＡＡ＠

THE NARRA TOll'S TRAUMATIC EXPI".IlJ.U.fCE ｾ＠ SDL ｾ＠

mE ｾ＠ AI THE END OF THE U1tiE 

no; nu 1m .. crAM! 
_ - . 11111,.u 

2116 

ADLN - Perpustakaan Universitas Airlangga

SKRIPSI THE NARRATOR'S TRAUMATIC... PUTRI RIZKA UTAMI



Ｍ＾ｾ＠

PUJRl:RIZKA UT AMI ; 
Sf."-N.t 121112036 

ＺＯｾｾｲｾｾｾｾ＠ ｾ＠ J 

Ｎｾｾｾ ＲＰＱＶ＠

ADLN - Perpustakaan Universitas Airlangga

SKRIPSI THE NARRATOR'S TRAUMATIC... PUTRI RIZKA UTAMI



THE NARRATOR’S TRAUMATIC EXPERIENCE IN NEIL GAIMAN’S 

THE OCEAN AT THE END OF THE LANE 

 

A THESIS 

 

Submitted as partial fulfillment of requirements for the Sarjana degree of 

English Department Faculty of Humanities  

Universitas Airlangga Surabaya 

 

 

 

 

By:  

PUTRI RIZKA UTAMI 
ST. N.: 121112036 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES 

UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA 

SURABAYA  

2016 

ADLN - Perpustakaan Universitas Airlangga

SKRIPSI THE NARRATOR'S TRAUMATIC... PUTRI RIZKA UTAMI



DECLARATION 

This thesis is submitted as a partial fulfillment of the degree Sarjana 

Humaniora (S. Hum.) of the English Department, Faculty of Humanities, 

Universitas Airlangga. Hereby, I confirm the following points: 

I. This thesis is entirely my own work. 

2. It is not copied from any other person's work (published or unpublished). 

3. I do not use the service of any professional to produce this thesis. 

4. It has not previously submitted for assessment either at Universitas 

Airlangga or elsewhere. 

5. Any text, tables, figure, data, or other material copied from other sources 

(including, but not limited to, books, papers, and he internet) have been 

clearly acknowledged and reference in the text. These details are also 

confirmed by a fuller reference in the references at the end of the text. 

I understand that breaching any or all the above points will result in the 

withdrawal of the awarded degree and disciplinary action in ｡｣｣ｯｲ ､｡ｮｾ･＠ with the 

regulations at Universitas Airlangga. 

iii 

Surabaya, December 30th 2015 

The Writer, 

Putri Rizka Utami 
121112036 

ADLN - Perpustakaan Universitas Airlangga

SKRIPSI THE NARRATOR'S TRAUMATIC... PUTRI RIZKA UTAMI



iv 

 

 

 

Dedicated to 

My lovely mom & my brothers 

They are the reason of my strength 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADLN - Perpustakaan Universitas Airlangga

SKRIPSI THE NARRATOR'S TRAUMATIC... PUTRI RIZKA UTAMI



Approved to be examined 

Surabaya, December 30th 2015 

Thesis Advisor, 

Rina Saraswati. M.Hum 
NIP. 197805182007012002 

Head of English Department, 

Deny Amos Kwarv. Ph.D. 
NIP. 197501011999031001 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES 

UNIVERSITAS AIRLANGGA 

SURABAYA 

2016 

v 

ADLN - Perpustakaan Universitas Airlangga

SKRIPSI THE NARRATOR'S TRAUMATIC... PUTRI RIZKA UTAMI



This thesis has been approved and accepted by the Board of Examiners, 

English Department, Faculty of Humanities, Universitas Airlangga 

On 13 January 2016 

1. 

2. 

3. 

The examiners are: 

Gesang Manggala N. P., S. A., M. Hum. 
NlP.198502142015041005 

Rina Saraswati, M.Hum. 
NIP. 197805182007012002 

Lastiko Endi Rahmantyo, M. Hum. 
NIP. 198302112014041001 

vi 

ADLN - Perpustakaan Universitas Airlangga

SKRIPSI THE NARRATOR'S TRAUMATIC... PUTRI RIZKA UTAMI



vii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

First of all, I would like to thank Allah SWT, The Most Gracious and The 

Most Merciful for the strength, blessing, and spirit that He gives me during the 

process of writing this thesis. I also would like to thank Mrs. Rina Saraswati, 

M.Hum. as my thesis advisor for her time and patience in guiding me to finish this 

thesis. Without her guidance and support, this thesis may not be finished on time. 

 I am extremely thankful to my mother, Siti Nurul Fahmi, my father, 

Ghazanfar Husein, and my brothers, Muhammad Fauzan Azhar and Muhammad 

Faishal Zaki for the prayer, motivation, and endless support that they give me 

during the process of writing my thesis. Their encouragement means a lot to me. 

I also thank to my number one supporter, Rakhmat Agung Raharja for his 

time he spends together with me, the support, and the patient during the process of 

writing the thesis. To my best friends known as Geng Nero; Nabilah Qomarina 

Ramadhani, Kartika Dianpuspa Estadha, Rukhoiyah Swandani, Desiana Putri 

Handainy and Ariella Fiandria, thank you for the discussion, the memories that we 

spend together and all the spirit and motivation. I love you girls! 

 Last but not least, I would like to thank all my friends from English 

Literature Class of 2011 for the laughter and experiences. They make my college 

life more colorful in the last four and a half years. 

 

 

 

ADLN - Perpustakaan Universitas Airlangga

SKRIPSI THE NARRATOR'S TRAUMATIC... PUTRI RIZKA UTAMI



viii 

 

 

 

 

“It always 

seems 

impossible 

until 

it’s done” 

 

-Nelson Mandela 

 

 

 

 

 

ADLN - Perpustakaan Universitas Airlangga

SKRIPSI THE NARRATOR'S TRAUMATIC... PUTRI RIZKA UTAMI



ix 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Inside Cover Page .................................................................................................. i 

Inside Title Page ................................................................................................... ii 

Declaration Page .................................................................................................. iii 

Dedication Page ................................................................................................... iv 

Advisor’s Approval Page ...................................................................................... v 

Examiner’s Approval Page .................................................................................. vi 

Acknowledgements ............................................................................................. vii 

Epigraph ............................................................................................................. viii 

Table of Contents ................................................................................................. ix 

Abstract ................................................................................................................ xi 

 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ....................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Study ................................................................................ 1 

1.2 Statement of the Problem ................................................................................ 6 

1.3 Objective of the Study .................................................................................... 6 

1.4 Significance of the Study ................................................................................ 6 

1.5 Scope and Limitation ...................................................................................... 7 

1.6 Theoretical Background .................................................................................. 7 

1.7 Method of the Study ........................................................................................ 9 

1.8 Definition of Key Terms ............................................................................... 10 

 

CHAPTER II LITERATURE REVIEW ........................................................ 11 

2.1 Theoretical Framework ................................................................................. 11 

ADLN - Perpustakaan Universitas Airlangga

SKRIPSI THE NARRATOR'S TRAUMATIC... PUTRI RIZKA UTAMI



x 

 

2.2 Formal Elements ........................................................................................... 12 

      2.2.1 Plot ....................................................................................................... 12 

      2.2.2 Characterization  .................................................................................. 14 

      2.2.3 Symbol  ................................................................................................ 15 

2.3 Freud’s the Stages of Development .............................................................. 15 

2.4 Trauma .......................................................................................................... 17 

2.5 Review of Related Studies ............................................................................ 19 

 

CHAPTER III ANALYSIS .............................................................................. 21 

3.1  The Narrator’s Traumatic Experience.......................................................... 21 

3.1.1 The Death of the Narrator’s Pet ........................................................... 29 

3.1.2 Physical Abuse from the Narrator’s Father.......................................... 33 

3.1.3 Emotional Abuse from the Narrator’s Family Member ....................... 38 

3.1.4 The Affair between the Narrator’s Father and the Housekeeper ......... 42 

3.1.5 The Death of the Narrator’s Best Friend .............................................. 45 

3.2 The Effects of the Narator’s Traumatic Experience towards His  

Personality ................................................................................................... 48 

 

CHAPTER 4 CONCLUSION 

Conclusion .......................................................................................................... 51 

Works Cited ........................................................................................................ 53 

 

APPENDIX 

Synopsis .............................................................................................................. 55 

 

ADLN - Perpustakaan Universitas Airlangga

SKRIPSI THE NARRATOR'S TRAUMATIC... PUTRI RIZKA UTAMI



xi 

 

ABSTRACT 

There is no doubt that every human will not experience the unpleasant 

thing in life. When human experiencing some unpleasant things in life it can lead 

him to depression and finally it will traumatize him. Trauma is an experience 

where human feel pressured by certain circumstances and it can lead to anxiety if 

he experienced it continuously. The study examines the main character known as 

the narrator in the novel in Neil Gaiman’s The Ocean at The End of The Lane. 

This study discusses the traumatic experiences in the narrator’s childhood stage. 

New Criticism will be used as the main theory, such as the discussion of the 

formal elements; characterization, plot, symbol and theme. This research is a 

qualitative research where the data is taken from the novel The Ocean at The End 

of The Lane, journals, library research, and other sources which are suitable and 

appropriate in conducting the analysis. This study finds that the narrator’s 

personality is associated with his childhood trauma. They are the death of his 

beloved pet, the physical abuse from his father, emotional abuse and 

abandonment by his family member, the affair of his father and housekeeper 

named Ursula Monkton and the last is the death of his best friend. By analyzing 

the formal elements the traumatic experience will be revealed which affects the 

narrator’s personality. 

Keywords: Abandonment; Childhood Stage; Formal Elements, Trauma 
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